What happens if nothing happens?--History of an untreated urothelial carcinoma of the bladder.
Bladder cancer is controllable when adequately diagnosed and treated according to current recommendations. Radical cystectomy with urinary diversion is the standard therapy for muscle invasive tumors. In patients unfit or unwilling to get radical surgery, external beam or combined chemo-radiotherapy display alternative treatment options and can be safely performed. Every therapy implies the patient's disposition to cooperate. This case report describes the clinical course over 31 months after initial diagnosis of a 56-years-old Caucasian, white man with an initial pT1G3 urothelial carcinoma of the bladder. The patient denied early radical cystectomy, radio-chemotherapy and almost all alternative treatment possibilities. He finally died 31 months after initial verification of the disease.